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Classification: Supplemental for Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 

Short  Description of  
Instrument:  

The Military  Acute  Concussion Evaluation (MACE)  (“MACE  –  Military  
Acute Concussion Evaluation,” 2012)  is  the most  widely used screening  
evaluation  for acute concussion in military  personnel.  The MACE is  
conducted up to 72  hours following an injury and only if alteration of  
consciousness or  loss of consciousness is present. The evaluation 
consists of a history section,  neurological evaluation, and a scored 
cognitive screen  of orientation, immediate and delayed recall, and  
concentration. Alternate  forms can be used to monitor recovery  and aid  
in decisions about returning to duty. It is currently undergoing additional  
validation.  

Scoring: Total score possible is 30 points. In studies of non-concussed patients, 
the mean total score was 28. Therefore, a score less than 30 does not 
imply that a concussion has occurred. However, scores below 25 may 
represent clinically relevant neurocognitive impairment and require 
further evaluation for the possibility of a more serious brain injury. The 
scoring system also takes on particular clinical significance during serial 
assessment where it can be used to document either a decline or an 
improvement in cognitive functioning. 
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